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"Re-strike the sword into a plow-the road to peace".

allelujah! Praise the name of the Lord.
Today August 15th is Japan's 76th anniversary of the end of the war. It is hard to imagine
that there was a cruel war just over 70 years ago, and now Japan is prosperous and
peaceful. The number of people who have actually experienced the war has decreased.
We only know about war through images and books, but I strongly believe that we do not
want it to be repeated again.

Article 12 of the Constitution of Japan states as follows.
"The freedom and rights that this Constitution guarantees to the people must be
maintained by the constant efforts of the people, and the people must not abuse it and
always have the public welfare. Responsible for using this for. "
Remember that the peace that is being given to us now is at the great sacrifice of our
predecessors, and we also need to live in our daily lives with the awareness of being a
peacemaker. I think there is.

By the way, how does the Bible teach about peace?
In the latter half of Isaiah 2: 4, which I took up today,
it is written as follows.
"They strike the sword into a plow and the spear into
a sickle. The country does not raise its sword toward
the country and does not learn to fight anymore."
Swords and spears are weapons of battle.
On the other hand, plows and sickles are agricultural
tools for cultivating land.

In verse 1, "Isaiah the son of Amoz saw about Judah
and Jerusalem.
In the last days, the mountains of the [Lord]'s house
stand firmly on top of the mountains and rise above
the hills. "
This is the illusion Isaiah saw. And it says it will
come in the "last days".
I think this world will gradually become more

confused and will reach the day of ruin. Many people may feel that.

But the Bible says that there will be a major reversal.
The "last day" is the "day of judgment" and at the same time the "day of salvation."
The Bible teaches that this world will eventually come to an innocent and peaceful
world, repeating the history of conflict.
How peace will be established
And what should we do for that?
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Let’s learn from Chapter 2 of Isaiah.

1, wait for the teachings of the Lord

2In the last days the mountain of the Lord’s temple will be established as the highest of the
mountains; it will be exalted above the hills, and all nations will stream to it.

3Many peoples will come and say,

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the temple of the God of Jacob.
He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths.”
The law will go out from Zion, the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.

The mountain of the Lord's house refers to the temple hill in Jerusalem.
A long time ago, it is the mountain of Moriah where Abraham dedicated Isaac.
It's better to call it a hill rather than a mountain.
At an altitude of about 800 meters, it is not a high mountain.
Does the fact that the mountain of the Lord's house rises higher than the hills means that
crustal movements occur?
Or, in a spiritual sense, it means that it can be raised high, I think the latter.
People from all nations will flow there.

The reason is to listen to the teachings of the Lord only.
The second half of verse three says, "That is because the word of the [Lord] comes out of
Jerusalem, and the word of the Lord comes out of Jerusalem."
Zion or "Mountain of the Lord" refers to the true temple, the Calvary Hill, also known as
Calvary, where the Savior Jesus Christ was crucified.
As in the Philippians, Jesus lowered himself and obeyed to death, even to the death of
the cross.
Therefore God raised him high and gave him a name that surpassed all names.

In other words, it is said that in the last days, the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ will be
raised high to the people of the world, and all nations will look up at Jesus who has
accomplished the redemption on the cross.
From our point of view, Christianity, which looks very minor now, is recognized by
people all over the world, and I wonder if the day will come when people will come
together to hear the teachings. It may be hard to believe.

The arms race is still going on all over the world.
Various weapons continue to be made because it is necessary to have more military
power than other countries in order to protect peace.
In modern times, missiles and atomic bombs are being made instead of swords and
spears.
The world seems to have some degree of peace, but if something breaks this balance, it
can be catastrophic at once.
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While seeking peace, the forces that prevent it are working. That power is the power of sin. The
essence of sin is selfishness.　There is a dispute where one's own interests are the highest
priority and one tries to protect one's own interests at the expense of others.　Peace is hindered
by the power of sin.
But in the last days, by the Holy Spirit, those who are aware of the folly of their sins will come to
Calvary, the mountain of the Lord.

The "teaching of the Lord," that is, the "teaching of the Lord Jesus Christ," is called the
"word of the cross."
I Corinthians 1:18 says, "The word of the cross is the power of God to us who are saved,
even if it is foolish to those who perish."
The "word of the cross" and the "teaching of the cross" are the teachings of God's love
that save others at the expense of self.
As seen in the Lord Jesus, it is a teaching to look after not only yourself but also others.

It is a cross that looks silly to the human eye, looking after others even if it loses itself,
but in reality, it is this cross that has salvation and a way to peace.
When we think we can do anything ourselves, it leads to the path of ruin.
But when they come together to know their limits, humbly, and listen to the "words of
the cross" under the Lord of the Cross, it leads to the path to peace.

World peace may be a theme that is too big for us as citizens. But it is the will of the
Lord, the command of the Lord, that we pray for peace for the world we live in, our
generation, and future generations.
I pray that as many people as possible can learn about the teachings of the cross of the
Lord Jesus Christ and be saved.
In particular, today is the 73rd anniversary of the end of the war in Japan.
I would like to pray for the peace of Japan, Asia and the world so that my beloved
homeland will never have to learn to fight again.

2, Judgment and salvation of the Lord

4He will judge between the nations
and will settle disputes for many peoples.
They will beat their swords into plowshares
and their spears into pruning hooks.
Nation will not take up sword against nation,
nor will they train for war anymore.

The "end day" is God's "day of judgment" and at the same time, "day of salvation."
"The Lord will judge between the nations and judge many peoples."
The Bible teaches that final peace will come after a righteous judgment.
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Judgment is the time to sum up your life in front of a God who knows everything. Hidden
injustices are revealed, and good deeds that have been done in secret are also revealed.

It is wrong to say that God is love, so there is no judgment of God. The Bible does not say
that.
If there is no judgment of God, evil will be left forever and peace will not come forever.
Evil must be judged.
After the end of our earthly life, we need to stand before God, who knows everything,
and live with God's judgment in mind.

If we think God's judgment is scary, I think it is because we are not sure that our sins
have been forgiven.　Our past sins, future sins, and present sins are all completely
forgiven by the cross of Jesus.
We should receive 100% of the Lord's forgiveness in faith. You no longer have to be afraid
of God's judgment.　Rather, he is very pleased to be forgiven by God and to be a child of
God.

Jesus says in the "parable of sheep and goats":
"Now, those who have been blessed by my father.
Inherit the kingdom that has been prepared for you since the foundation of the world
was laid.
because
You feed me when I was hungry,
When I was thirsty you let me drink
When I was a traveler you rented me an inn,
When I'm naked you dress me up,
You visit when I get sick,
You visited me when I was in prison.

Then the right people will answer.
"Lord.
When we see you hungry and feed
When did you see you thirsty and give him a drink?
When you see you as a traveler, rent an inn,
When did you see you naked and dress it up?
When did we see you sick or in prison and visit you? 』\
Then the king answers them.
"Truly, I tell you. It is to me that you have made these my brothers, and also one of the
smallest. 』
(Matthew 25: 34-40)

The Lord Jesus is invisible, but he is with us in our daily lives, listening to everything and
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seeing everything.　You can say kind words to someone, visit someone in need of
comfort, call, or write a letter. Give a small gift.　Doing good deeds without any
consciousness is evaluated and rewarded at the time of God's judgment.

Even if evil prospers temporarily, love and righteousness win in the end.
Therefore, we want to follow the path of faith so that we will never get tired of doing
good.
God is 100% fair. Absolutely, he is a person who does not like favors.
When God, who never forgets even a glass of water presented to a traveler, makes a
decision, everyone is convinced.

There is a novel by Sakae Tsuboi called "Mother's Hand".
It is a memory story in her childhood hometown "Shodoshima".
Her mom and her younger brother go to the mountain field,
The fun on the way is "snack".
The "snack" was "iri beans". Her brother and brother get a pinch of "snack" from their
mother.
Brothers argue when the other person has a larger amount.
Then, the mother says to count the numbers. When my younger brother checked the
number, it was said that both of them had the same 28 grains.
Her mother's love was equally poured into them, wasn't it?

God's judgment is like that.
God's judgment is fair. Good things are good.
If something is not good, it will be judged accurately.
That is because we trust in God and walk in peace.
It is the judgment of the Lord that brings peace to our world.
Instead of taking revenge on our own with our weapons, we can entrust everything to
God, who is judged right.

3, let's walk in the light

5Come, descendants of Jacob,
let us walk in the light of the Lord.

Now we are in the light.
I'm not walking in the dark.
Jesus said to his disciples:

35Then Jesus told them, “You are going to have the light just a little while longer. Walk while
you have the light, before darkness overtakes you. Whoever walks in the dark does not know
where they are going. 36Believe in the light while you have the light, so that you may become
children of light.” When he had finished speaking, Jesus left and hid himself from them.

Jesus Christ came to this world as a true light for all.
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Jesus Christ showed God's love on the cross and died and was buried in the tomb,
As the Bible shows, he was raised on the third day and went up to heaven, showing to
many of his disciples that he had been resurrected. Now we cannot see Jesus with the
naked eye.
Instead, you can learn the teachings of the Lord through the Bible and believe in Jesus
Christ through the Holy Spirit.

However, those who walk in the dark cannot see their own way and even stumble on
small stones. But those who walk in the light can walk with peace of mind, hope,
gratitude and joy.
"Walking in the light" means walking while reading the Bible, praying, and interacting
with Jesus.
Jesus always tells us the way we should go, and even if we are stupid, we will not
hesitate.

As we walk in the light of the Lord, we are protected from sin and made peacemakers. In
today's message, I gave the title "Re-strike the sword into a plow-the road to peace".
We actually don't have a sword or a spear. However, in the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus
said that if he said to his brothers "a fool" or "a fool," it would be the same as killing a
person.

That is because we have weapons such as "hate" and "sagesumi" in my heart. You can
stab your opponent with the sword or spear in your heart.
However, the Savior Jesus Christ can transform the "sword" and "spear" in our hearts into
"plows" and "sickles" by the love of the cross.
With these plows and sickles, we cultivate the fields of our hearts, make ridges, and sow
the seeds of the Word.

The Lord will soon bear the fruit of the Spirit from the seeds sown in the fields of our
hearts.

22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, 23gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.

The third word, "peace," is Greek for Eilene, but it also means "peace."
The verbal translation and the New Interconfessional Translation are translated as
"peace." This peace is, first of all, peace with God, but it comes to fruition as peace with
our neighbors.

We will be sent to this world as peacemakers with our neighbors.
Today, on the 73rd anniversary of the end of the war, we pray for peace that we will never
repeat a stupid war. At the same time, first of all, I would like to live as a person who
makes peace in our immediate surroundings.
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3Many peoples will come and say,

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
to the temple of the God of Jacob.
He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths.”
The law will go out from Zion, the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.

4He will judge between the nations and will settle disputes for many peoples.
They will beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks.
Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore.

5Come, descendants of Jacob, let us walk in the light of the Lord.
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